
Resident Assistant Ben

Why did you want to be an RA?

What has been your favorite part of being an RA?

I wanted to become an RA for a variety of reasons. Coming from a low-
income family, I saw becoming an RA as a way to alleviate the financial
burden that my family faced by sending me to college. Coming from a
single mother, my mother worked three jobs while I was in high school

and continued to do so during my freshman year to make sure that I went
into as little debt as possible, and I would not have to stress about

finances.  
 

I also saw becoming an RA as a way to give back to the Loyola. My
freshman year was a wonderful year, (seriously compared to high school,
which was a misery, Loyola has given me a very positive experience) and

being grateful to the Loyola community I decided to join the Department of
Residence Life since RAs help build community, provide support in a

variety of ways, and help residents grow as individuals. I was also
inspired by my RAs in Mertz, Adele Gedig and Vincent Sarna.  

 

My favorite part of being an RA has been the RA and Department of
Residence Life community itself. The RA community, such as my co-RAs
and supervisors, have been a blessing. They are a community that have

supported me since day one and I go to for inspiration and personal
growth. Through that community I have also made some of my most

valuable and dearest friends. 
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How has the RA role supported your future goals? 
My dream job is to become a Foreign Service Officer. Being a Foreign

Service Officer requires many of the same skills that is required of an RA.
Being an RA I have learned the skills of programing, how to have a proper
public image, learning while on the job, malleability and flexibility, as well

as how to interact with other peoples and cultures in a manner that is
respectful and conducive towards building a good community. 

A favorite program you have planned and implemented? 
My favorite program was a paint night that I did in Francis Hall as a first

year RA. It has been my favorite program for many reasons. More than half
of my residents attended. It was not as messy as I had dreaded/anticipated.

It was also during Spring Semester of 2021, when there were a lot more
covid restrictions, so all my residents had been very stressed, and this

offered them a way of relieving that stress through art. The paintings that
they created made me think that I was at an art museum. 

Why do you think others should be an RA? 
Others should become RAs because being an RA prepares one for the
future. The responsibilities and duties of the RA will provide positive

challenges and opportunities for personal growth. The RA community is
one that holds its members accountable but also gives constructive

feedback. Individuals should become RA if they wish to serve the
Loyola community and have a desire of making a positive impact on
Loyola. Also, people should apply to the RA position if they want to
learn more about Loyola. Being an RA, you'll get to work with and

interact with most if not every department at Loyola. 


